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Background

• Importance:

• Wealth of local data-rich case studies (i.e. Oshogbo)

• Under-utilized

• Publish or perish landscape

• Publication industry less robust than in West

• Expedient need:

• Space constraints

• Lowered budgets

• Conservation concerns

• Long term value and academic support:

• Increase access on-site and off-site

• 2017 MSU study



LIBRARY DIVISON 3

 LAPTOC (Latin American Periodicals 

ToC); archived at Vanderbilt; today 

managed by CRL under LAARP

 SALTOC (South Asia ToC); hosted by 

NYU, under umbrella of CONSALD. LC 

Jakarta is an active participant

 Quarterly Index to Africana Periodical 

Literature; LC Nairobi from 2001-2011

 Handbook of Latin American 

Literature; LC; began 1934

Predecessors
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Full

Scope
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By Country

 54 total countries

 24 former names

 6 variant spellings

African Academic Journals Indexing Project
Full Scope of Project

By Title

 36,347 Unique Journal  
Titles

 Largest holdings: 
 Nigeria (5,283)
 South Africa (3,985)
 Egypt (2,124)
 Kenya (2,117)
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Looking only at the scope through the lens of what we 

collect in DC and take out anything collected by the 

overseas offices

African Print-Only Serials
Full Scope of Project—How to Winnow

• From 36,347 to 13,287 

unique titles

• From 54 to 15 

countries
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African Print-Only Serials
For Reference, LC Overseas Offices
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1. Conversations with partner institutions

 Michigan State University – West Africa

 Boston University – Fill in for Nigeria and East 
Africa

 University of California-Berkeley – Fill in for 
West Africa

2. How to organize for efficiency

 Working by class 

African Print-Only Serials
Once the scope was set
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Decision: Nigerian Education Journals

Bound Volumes 

To be Pulled:

553

Bound Volumes 

In Section:

197

Total ‘L’ 

Volumes:

750
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Decision: Nigerian Education Journals

Journal of Education, Health and

Technology Research (JEHTR)

Importance of dividing by volume, in 2 examples:

1 Issue

Journal of Advocacy and 

Rehabilitation in Special Education

11 Issues
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Statistical tracking issues

Of the first round of journals pulled:

~20 titles contained 4 or more issues 

per title

~100 tiles contained between 1 and 3 

issues per title

Other issues:

* Irregularity

* Tracking titles part of the pilot
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Irregularity 

Example

Vol. 5 No. 2                         Vol. 6 No. 2                           Vol. 7 No. 2

Vol. 6 No. 1                           Vol. 7 no. 1                           Vol. 8 No. 1

Vol. 9 No. 1                                                                                             Vol. 12 No. 1

Vol. 10 No. 1                                              Vol. 11 No. 1
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Tracking solution
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Setting Interns Up For Success
Work Space

• Resources needed: computer, access 

to the copier, book truck to transport 

journals, phone, email account

• Training needs: 1/2 day of hands on 

demonstration 

• Promoted the importance of their role 

as a pilot project
• Asked regularly for feedback on the 

mechanics of the project and solicited advice 

for the next group of interns

• Monthly meeting to re-group and 

address concerns

Work Flow

• Allow for customization 
• Explained preferred organization (i.e. 1 

folder per title with a new spreadsheet and 

the pdf scans)

• Acknowledged lack of regional and 
library expertise

• At all times a Librarian with regional 

expertise was available by phone, email, or 

in person

• Any questions that could not be answered 

would be highlighted in red on the 

spreadsheet to be addressed later

• Can not assume basic cataloging 

knowledge (NAR standardization, etc) 
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Workflow
B ; Footprints 2009273189.xlD: Excel 

File Insert Page Layout Formulas Data Review View ACROBAT Q Tell me what you want to do 

.A. d(, Cut 

D l!~ Copy • 
Past~ 

~Format Painter B I Jl 

. 11 . A. A. 

;;;,;i . . .ti.. . 
Calibri 

Chpboard r. Font r,; 

Al Issue number 

A 

1 Issue number . Article Author 

2 vol. 5, no. 2June 2007 Enwereonye, O.N. 

vol. 5, no. 2June 2007 Kehlnde, R. Adeola 

4 vol. 5, no. 2 June 2007 Olaleye, Olufunke 0. 

5 vol. 5, no. 2 June 2007 Dafwat . S.S.; Odiba, R.A . 

6 vol. 5, no. 2June 2007 Ayandele. F.T. 

7 vol. 5, no. 2 June 2007 Ojogwu, P.N. 

8 vol. 5, no. 2 June 2007 Odebode, 0.0. 

9 vol. 5, no. 2June 2007 Afolabi, Kunle 

10 vol. 5, no. 2June 2007 Bello, Rafiu Olasunkanmi 

11 vol. 5, no. 2 June 2007 ogundele, A.A. 

- - ~- "' c;;. wrapTe:llt 

- - - ~~ ~ Merge & Center 

Alignment 

c 
Article Title 

Aiding globallzatlon through 

integrated science 

An explication of the copy theory o f 

Chomsky's m inimalist syntax 

Teaching mathematics to t he special 

child In a universal basic education 

{UBE) class: a collaborative approach 

Communlca 

for agncultu1 

Enrolment In . 

education: a ca 

College of Educe 

'· 

,. 

r. 

Scan l ink 

LIBlllY~~~w. .... 

G~n~ral 

s . % 

Number 

D 

Conditional Format as Cell 
Formatting • T abl~... Styles • 

Styles 

Abstract/ Analytics 

= 
E"s""' 
Insert 

Jun• 
;el 1 



LIBRARY DIVISON 16

Master List
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Lessons Learned

• More movement for the interns proved to be better than 

scanning within their work stations

• Greater need to check work more often to avoid the arduous 

task of checking all work at the end

• Greater detail added to the intern guide

• Added benefits of the project

• Fully cataloging journals without full records

• Correcting egregious mistakes in a cost-effective manner

Lessons Learned
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Next Steps Steps

• Interns / Volunteers / NTEs needed for Summer 2019

• Greater collaboration- how to help other universities fill in our 

gaps?

• How to make data accessible now without a database?

• ILS integration for ceased publications

• Store data on MSU’s database (not live)

• Research into other capture methods for universality and more 

secure back-up

• Mandelay / ProCite / RefWorks / Zotero
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Questions?

Erin Freas-Smith, PhD

Acquisitions and Metadata Librarian for Africa

African, Latin American and Western European Division (ALAWE)

Library of Congress

efre@loc.gov

202-707-0890


